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[SOTRY OF JOHN S IAABETH LOWRY RIGHS'
s n OF JOHN ANRD BLISABBETH LO&RY RIGH®Y

by l.ese Rigney ('Dennell, daughter

) John Ligney was bern June 12+th, 1815 en » firm near the viilage
of Fallendrinnan, net fur frem the city of Thomastewn, ¥ings Ceo., 3
Ireland., Yie ethers name was iAnn Puarcell, falliers name John Kigney.
They had a fanily ef O children, “ichael, Williwm, Jehn, rarcelia
dary, Jemes, sdward and Ann, Jenn left neme in 1€41, joined the pelicc
force in Armagh and en April 7Nth, 1€47 bought = ticket at Lendonucrry
fer passuge frem Glusgow, ocotland te sail te ‘lew Yorx on the suip
Fanny. Iassage money paid 14 peunds, 17 shiliing, S pence. I have
the receipt ameng the fanily records, At that time landing in lew
7erk, young men found wer« hard te find and "Jncle Sam" was calling for
Volunteers fer lexice =nd on Septemier 13, 1847 he jeined the J,C.
Army as a private in Company " ¥ v, 1st Artillary under Geneval Davia
Twigps' Irigade, Just as they Tanded in Veru ‘Toagze war with dexico
wes cn2lled eof f and the seldiers returned teg larracks, on Govorners
Island, 1In the meantime he met Elizabeth Lewry, just over from
.ueens County, Ireland, (Abbeyliex).
They were married in Ireeklyn lew verk en Sept. 70, lbdt, by
Rev. Father Lacen, Asst, Priest, in the Parish (louse, (I alse huve
their Larriage certificate, In Tovember 1846 w call fer soldiers .te
come te the Pacific Cast and Cempany i, was order«d te the "(Oregen
Country". rs., higney war allowed %o come wi*th her hisband a8 wWere
nlse threc other women whose hushands were in the zame company. AMONg
them was re. Christofer 'ahen and  children, Urs, John Lacky and
lYrs, John ‘eere, The {.S5. rasgachusgetts brought 'hiem by way of Cape
‘orn., Tne stepped fer sunnlies, fuel ~nd se eon roing down the coast
218 coming up the Vest coast, They missed Califernis as they were
of f their course and found themselver ut tne Gandwich Islands, after
a short delay there, they headed direct for the Oregon coast ana
apain lelayed at the ‘euth of the Columbia river tut finally arrived
at Vancouver, *Nen Orecen en April 24, 1649, A nice long o montns
trip. In hAugust '49 Caempanys® "1 and-" w¢ & ordered to Fugct
Seund., At the request of Thonmas Chambers, te protect the white
settlere ‘roa the Indians, They 1anded at the mouth of Chambers Creex
in the Sleop '{arpeener” en *the 28th of Augis® 1€49. They emvarked
and moved up over the hill and established FORT Steilncoom en the
raririe, the 640 acre farnm known at that time =s the Puget S0 ind
Lericultral asseciatien, wrnere +here were a few rougn log cnblis
fer shelter, "Uncle Canm' paid rent for the 15nd fer sev-ral years after
‘ne Fort was es*tablished, ™e soldiers seon set ‘o work building
guarters feor the o"figers and men and their families and later on
lumber was sent in Vessels alreday *to build guitahle homes and tne
necessary tarracks, #hit :
In 1852 his U year =hlistment having expired, nhe took Hie a}loteu
TLenation jland Claim of 540 acres nerth of ‘he W.P. Doughtery claim
and bailt a leg cabin for the family. “he Dougherty family heme Was
enly about one half mile away which was VeIy -mch Yetter to have near
neighbors as compared te *hoce who came in later. >
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In 1£70 he filed en 160 acres on the east side of his holuinge a8
neomestead and built a2 new house and moved in in June 1673, e
Lenztioa claim where the family lived f7en I€53ate 1673 is what is
now xnown as "higney' Hill, Geuth Tacema.

Ten children were horn *o them as follows--Jan 2, 1850 (Twins)
John L. and Ann, in 1652 ~ toy James who passed awa) anen only 9
days old while ‘hey were still at *he fort, jlizy;éﬁﬁé was born
July bth 153 after the family lecated on the donafien claim. Other
bern there were George wWilliam, June 17, 1€55, llary Lllen Scpt. 24,
1657 Thomas renry uct. 25, 18569 Harcella Catherine and Lucia hese
(twine) August 31, 18651 and BLdward ‘ichael Jan 13, 1847,

— Yother passed away Wov. 22, 1€ 9 in Gyeilucoom at the .ge of J6
amd father on iay 15, 1€92 at Steilacoem. XAfter selling off most
of the Donation and omestead claims they moved te Lteilacoom in Gept.
1380. They are buried in the Catholic Cemetery the "0ld Part” which
now joins on te Calvary Cemnetery, "he "(ld lart’ was the feur acre plet
ceeded te the Catholic vishep of Nisqually in the south-west corner
of the denation claim in 1E77. ot ;

in the late 70's father was awarded a Fension of 515469 per menth
from the Government as o Veteran of the Jfexican War. He was very
preud of his badge and wore it oen all eccusions,

Written at the top of this page

in pencil is "The homestead

taken up in 1873 as a homestead

is known as Rigney Hill, South Tacoma".
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